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THE MADHYA PRADESH HORSE SICKNESS ACT, 19601 

(M.P.  Act No.  21 of 1960)  

 An Act to provide for the prevention of  the spread of  African sickness among 
horses in Madhya Pradesh and matters ancil lary thereto.  

Be it  enacted by the Madhya Pradesh Legis la ture in the Eleventh Year  of the 
Republic of India  as follows :— 

1.  Short tit le and extent .—(1) This Act may be ca lled the Madhya Prades h 
Horse Sickness Act,  1960.   

(2) It  extends to the whole of Madhya Pradesh.  

 2.  Definit ions .—In this Act,  unless the context otherwise r equir es,— 

 (a) “horse” includes ponies,  mules,  donkeys ,  asses and other  equine anima ls of  
both sexes and their  young ones;   

(b) “horse sickness” means Afr ican horse s ickness;   

(c) “infective”  with refer ence to a  horse means affected by horse s ickness or  
having recent ly been in contact  with or  proximity to an anima l so affected;  

 (d)  “infected area”  means the area declared to be infected area under  Section 
7;   

(e) “Veterinary Officer”  means a  Veter inary Off icer  appointed under  Sect ion 3.  

 3.  Appointment of Veterinary Officers .—The State Government may,  by 
not if ication,  appoint  a  person to be Veter inary Off icer  for  the purposes of this Act for  
such local areas as may be specif ied in the not if ication.   

4.  Power to prohibit or regulate import,  export or transport of,  holding o f  
markets,  fairs,  etc.  o f and traffic in,  infect ive horses .—The State Government may,  
for  the purpose of prevent ing the outbreak or  spread of horse s ickness within the 
State,  by notif icat ion,— 

 (a) appoint  the route or  routes,  by which horses may be imported in or  
exported from the State or  infected ar ea;  or  

(b) prohib it ,  control or  regulate the taking of horses to anima l markets,  anima l 
fares,  anima l exhib it ions or  other  concentration of anima ls;  

                                                             
1   Re c e i ve d  t h e  a s s e nt  o f  t h e   g o v er n or  o n  2 2 -1 0 -1 9 6 0 ;a s s e n t  f i r s t  pu bl i s h e d in  t h e  m. p .  ga z et t e ,  da t e d  2 8 -1 0 -

1 9 6 0  
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(c) prohib it  or  regulate the sale or  other  dea lings in infect ive horses or  
carcasses of such horses or  any fodder ,  feeding utens ils or  other  things  
used in connect ion with such horses which may in the opinion of the State 
Government carry infect ion.  

 5.  Prohibit ion of import or export otherwise than by routes appointed.—  
Upon the issue of a  not if ication under  Section 4 appointing routes for  the import  and 
export  of horses,  no person sha ll import  into or  export  from the State or  an infected 
area,  any horse otherwise than by the route so appointed.   

 6.  Establishment of quarantine s tat ions .—(1) The State Government ma y 
establish quarant ine sta t ions for  the inspection and detent ion of horses a long the 
routes appointed under  Sect ion 4.  

 (2) All horses imported or  intended to be exported sha ll be produced at  such 
quarantine sta t ions.  

 7.  Declarat ion of infected areas.—( l) The State Government 1[or  such off icer  
not below the rank of Deputy Dir ector  of Veter inary Services as may be author ised by 
the State Government in this behalf] may,  by not if icat ion,  declare any area in which 
horse s ickness has broken out or  any area within which in the opinion of the State 
Government 2 [or  such off icer ] ther e is  a  danger  of the outbr eak or  spread of the 
disease,  to be an infected ar ea.  

 (2) Every not ification under  sub-section (1) shall specify the l imits of the area  
which is declared to be an infected area.  

 (3) Upon the issue of a  not ification under  sub-section (1),  a ll  horses in the 
infected area sha ll become l iable,—  

(a) for  being examined,  t ested,  compulsor ily inoculated aga inst  hors e 
sickness and marked for  the purpose of identif ication in such manner  as 
the State Government may specify;  and 

(b) for  being subjected to such pr event ive measures as the Veter inary 
Off icer  may deem f it .   

(4) I f as a  result  of examinat ion and test ing i t  is  found that  the horse is  affected 
with horse-s ickness,  the Veter inary Off icer  shall destroy it  or  cause it  to be destroyed.  

 (5) Every person in charge of the horse shall give r easonable assistance to the 
Veter inary Off icer  and his subordinates for  the examinat ion,  test ing,  inoculat ion,  
marking and adoption of other  pr event ive measures under  sub-section (3).  
                                                             
1  1 . i n s . b y  s e c t i o n  2  o f  m .p .a ct  no .  2 7  o f  1 9 6 1 .  

2  Ins .  b y  ib i d .  
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 8.  Restrict ion on movement of horses.—(1) No person sha ll t ranspor t  by rai l,  
road,  water  or  a ir  any horse,— 

 (a) from any p lace outs ide the infected ar ea to any p lace within the infected  
area;   

(b) fr om any p lace within the infected area  to any p lace outs ide the infected 
area except under  a  permit  issued by an off icer  du ly author ised in this  
behalf  by the State Government and in accordance with such condit ions as 
may be specif ied ther ein:  

 Provided that  no permit  shall be issued except on the product ion of a  
cer t if icate of a  Veter inary Off icer  to the effect  that  the horse is  not  infect ive.   

 9.  Detention for marking,  etc. ,  at quarantine stat ion.—(l ) All horses on 
arr iva l a t  the quarantine sta t ion sha ll become liab le—  

(a) for  being examined,  t ested,  compulsor i ly inoculated against  horse sickness  
and marked for  the purpose of ident if ication in such manner  as the State 
Government may specify;  and 

(b) for  being subjected to such pr event ive measures as the Veter inary Off icer  
may deem f it ;   

and may be detained for  the said purposes for  such per iod not exceeding f ift een days,  
as the Veter inary Officer  may think f it .  

 (2) If as a  resu lt  of examinat ion and test ing it  is  found that  the horse is  
affected with horse sickness,  the Veter inary Off icer  sha ll destroy it  or  cause it  to b e 
destroyed.  

 (3) Every person in charge of the horse shall give r easonable assistance to the 
Veter inary Off icer  of the sta t ion and his subordinate for  the examinat ion,  test ing,  
adopt ing prevent ive measures and marking of  such horse.  

10.  Liabil ity of person in charge of horse for feeding and upkeep.—  (1) The horse 
deta ined under  Sect ion 9 shall r ema in under  the care of the person importing or  
exporting the horse who shall be r espons ib le for  its  feeding and upkeep.    
          

 (2) Every person in charge of a  horse sha ll ,  dur ing the per iod of its  detent ion,  take 
reasonable pr ecautions against  its  straying from the l imits of the place al lott ed for  its  
halt .   

11.  Permit  of release of horse.—The Veter inary Off icer  of a  quarantine sta t ion 
shall,  a t  the t ime of r elease of horse from the sta t ion,  grant a  permit  to the person in 
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its  charge and such person shall,  while in charge of the horse,  produce it  whenever  so 
requir ed by a  Veter inary Off icer .  

 12.  Prohibit ion to pass beyond quarantine s tat ion.— (1) No person 
importing or  exporting a  horse by a  route appointed under  Sect ion 4 sha ll pass beyond 
a  quarantine sta t ion unless he holds a  permit  under  Sect ion 11.  

 (2) Where the horse is  taken beyond a  quarantine sta t ion in Contravent ion of  
sub-section (1),  it  sha ll,  without pr ejudice to any other  act ion that  may be taken for  
such contravent ion under  this Act against  the person in charge ther eof be l iable for  
examination,  inoculation and detent ion as if  the place where it  is  detected after  the 
contravent ion were a  quarant ine sta t ion.   

13.  Report of infect ion.—Every owner  or  person in charge or  having control of  
any horse who has reason to believe that  the horse is  infect ive shall for thwith r epor t  
the fact  to the near est  Veter inary Off icer .  

 14.  Power to iso late,  seize and destroy or otherwise of infect ive  horse. -  
Whenever  a  Veter inary Off icer  receives r epor t  under  Sect ion 13 or  whenever  he has  
reason to believe that  any horse within his jur isdict ion is infect ive,  he shall,  as soon 
as practicable proceed to the p lace where the horse is  kept and examine it  and inquir e 
into the c ircumstances of the case.   

(2) Where the Veter inary Off icer ,  aft er  due examinat ion of the horse or  a l l  
horses with which the infect ive horse has been in contact  or  to which it  has been in 
close proximity,  and such inquiry into the c ircumstances of the case as may he 
necessary,  is  of op inion that  such horse is  infective,  he may,  by order  in writ ing,  
dir ect  the owner  or  person in charge or  having control of such horse,—  

(a) to keep it  where it  is  for  the t ime being or  to remove it  or  to a llow it  to be 
removed to such place of isolation or  segregation or  to a  close p lace as may 
be specif ied in the order ;   

(b) to subject  it  to such tr eatment as may be specif ied in the order ;   

(c) to subject  it  to such test  or  examinat ion as may be pr escr ibed:  

Provided that  where ther e is  no person in charge of the horse and the owner  is  
either  unknown and cannot be ascer ta ined without undue delay or  the order  cannot b e 
communicated to the owner  without undue delay or  the owner  or  person in charge or  
having control of the horse r efuses to comply with the order  under  this sub-sect ion 
within such t ime as,  in the opinion of the Veter inary Off icer ,  reasonable,  the 
Veter inary Off icer  may seize the horse and remove it  to a  place of is  olia t ion,  
segregation or  to a  closed p lace.   

(3) If aft er  such examinat ion and test  the Veter inary Off icer ,—  
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(a) is  of op inion that  any horse is  not  infect ive,  he sha ll r eturn it  to the owner  
or  to the person who,  in his op inion is ent it led to its  possess ion:  

Provided that  where such owner  or  person cannot,  in the opinion of the 
Veter inary Off icer ,  be found after  reasonable inquiry,  he sha ll send the 
horse to the nearest  catt le pound or  dea l with it  in such other  manner  as may 
be prescr ibed; or   

(b) cer t ifies in writ ing that  any horse is  affected with horse s ickness the horse 
shall be destroyed or  dea lt  with in such manner  as may be pr escr ibed.   

(4) The Veter inary Off icer  shall for thwith repor t  every order  of seizure under  
this section to such author ity as may be pr escr ibed.   

15.  Power to require dis infect ion of infected premises,  vessels or vehicles. -
Subject  to the rules made under  this Act,  the Veter inary Officer  by order  in wr it ing,  
may r equir e the owner ,  occupier  or  person incharge of any land,  bu ilding or  other  
place,  or  of any vessel or  vehicle in which an infect ive horse has been kept to have 
such land,  bu ilding,  place,  vessel,  or  vehicle dis infected,  and the interna l f it t ings  
ther eof and other  things found ther ein or  near  ther eto to be c leansed,  dis infected or  
destroyed in such manner ,  to such extent  and within such t ime as may be specif ied in 
the order .   

16.  Disposal of carcass . -(1) Where a  horse has been destroyed under  the 
provisions of this Act,  the Veter inary Officer  sha ll dispose of the carcass,  the 
beddings of the horse and other  ar t ic les used in connect ion in such manner  as he may 
deem f it .   

(2) Where an infect ive horse or  a  horse suspected to be infective dies,  the  
person in charge of such horse shall for thwith,  communicate the fact  of the death to 
the nearest  Veter inary Officer  who shall dispose of the carcass,  the beddings of the 
horse and other  ar t ic les used in connection with the horse in such manner  as he may 
deem f it .   

(3) All expenses incurr ed in connect ion with the disposal of carcass and other  
ar t icles under  this section sha ll be borne by the person in charge of the horse and in 
case of fa i lur e of the person to pay the same they sha ll be r ecoverable as an arrear  of  
land r evenue.   

17.  Power of Veterinary Officer to hold post-mortem.-Subject  to rules made 
under  this Act,  the Veter inary Off icer  may make or  cause to be made a  post-mortem 
examination of any horse which at  the t ime of its  death was infect ive or  is  suspected 
to have been then infect ive and for  this purpose he may cause the carcass of the horse 
to be exhumed.   
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18.  Finality of decis ion of Veterinary Off icer.- If any quest ion ar ises under  
this Act whether  any horse is  infect ive or  not,  the quest ion sha ll  be decided by a  
Veter inary Off icer  and his decis ion shall be f inal.   

19.  Keeping or grazing infect ive horse prohibited.-No. person shall keep or  
graze in an open or  unenclosed land to which other  persons have a  r ight  to access for  
their  anima ls,  any horse which he knows to be infective.   

20.  Bringing of infective horse in market,  etc.-No person shall br ing or  
a t tempt to br ing in any market ,  fa ir  or  exhibit ion or  other  concentration of anima ls  
any horse which he knows to be infect ive.   

21.  Placing of carcass of infective horse in river,  etc.  prohibited.-No person 
shall p lace or  permit  to place in any r iver ,  lake,  cana l or  water  or  within such distance 
ther e-from as may be pr escr ibed,  the carcass or  any par t  of the carcass of any horse 
which at  the t ime of its  death was infect ive or  which was destroyed on account of it s  
being infective or  suspected to be infect ive.   

22.  Powers of entry and inspect ion. -(1)Subject  to rules made under  this Act,  
the Veter inary Off icer  may enter  upon and inspect  any land,  building or  other  place or  
any vessel or  vehicle for  the purpose of exercis ing the powers and performing the 
dut ies conferr ed or  imposed on him by or  under  this Act and may seize any infect ive 
horse or  any horse suspected to be infect ive or  any bedding or  other  ar t ic les used for  
such horse or  for  a  horse who had died or  suspected to have died of horse s ickness.  (2)  
Every police off icer  shall,  a t  the request  of  a Veter inary Off icer  in writ ing,  render  
such assistance as is  requir ed for  proper  enforcement of the Act.   

23.  Penalty.-Whoever  contravenes any of the provis ions of this Act or  of any 
rules made or  not if ication issued ther e-under  or  any direct ion given sha ll he punished 
with fine which may extend to f ive hundred rupees or  with s imple imprisonment which 
may extend to thr ee months or  with both.   

24.  Cognizance of offence.-Notwithstanding anything in the Code of Crimina l  
Procedure,  1898 (V of 1898) 1,  an offence under  this Act sha ll be cognizable.   

25.  Jurisdiction of Magistrate. -No Magistr a te,  other  than a  Magistra te of the 
First  Class or  a  Magistra te of the Second Class specia lly empowered in this beha lf b y 
the State Government,  sha ll t ry ar ty offence punishable under  this Act.   

26.  Bar of c laim to co mpensation. -No person sha ll be ent it led to any 
compensation in r espect  of the destruct ion of any horse or  thing under  the provis ions  
of this Act or  any loss,  injury or  inconvenience caused to him by r eason of anything 
lawfully done under  this Act.   

                                                             
1  See  n o w t h e c o d e o f  cr i m i na l  p r oc e du r e ,  1 9 7 3 (2  o f  1 9 7 4 ) .
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27.  Protect ion for act ion taken under this  Act . -No su it ,  prosecution or  other  
lega l proceedings shall l ie against  any person for  anything done or  intended to be 
done in good fa ith under  this Act or  the ru les  made ther e-under .   

28.  Veterinary Officer to be public servant .-Every Veter inary Off icer  sha ll be 
deemed to be a  public servant within the meaning of Section 21 of the Indian Pena l 
Code,  1860 (XLV of 1860).   

29.  Power to make rules.-(1) The State Government may make rules for  the 
purpose of carrying into effect  the provis ions  of this Act.   

(2) Without pr ejudice to the genera lity of the for egoing power ,  such rules may 
provide for ,—  

(a) regulating the import  into or  export  from the State or  any infected area of  
horse;   

(b) the powers,  dut ies and procedures of Veter inary or  other  off icers under  this  
Act;   

(c) the matters which ar e to be or  may be prescr ibed.   

30.  Repeal. -The Madhya Pradesh Horse Sickness Ordinance,  1960 (No.  4 of 
1960),  is  her eby r epea led.   

 


